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India 

 
72

nd
 Independence Day: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Celebration of Independence Day at Red Fort 

Photo: Ramesh Lalwani/Getty Images 

 
India proudly celebrated its 72

nd
  

Independence Day with great fervor and 

enthusiasm. The event remembered the 

country’s founding fathers and freedom 

fighters who sacrificed their lives in 

attaining independence. On the occasion, 

PM Narendra Modi addressed the nation 

from the ramparts of the Red Fort. In his 

Independence Day Speech, PM Modi 

highlighted that the poor people of India 

would get access to good quality and 

affordable healthcare through the 

scheme Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya 

Abhiyaan which would be launched on 

25 September, 2018 and would 

positively impact 50 crore people. PM 

Modi also emphasized the vision of 

Housing for All, Power for All, Clean 

Cooking for All, Water for All, 

Sanitation for All, Skill for All, Health 

for All, Insurance for All and 

Connectivity for all, and stated that he 

was impatient, anxious and keen to see 

India progress, eliminate malnutrition 

and to see Indians get a better quality of 

life.   

 
Passing away of former PM Vajpayee: 

On 16 August, Shri Atal Bihari 

Vajpayee  (25 December 1924) former 

Prime Minister of India  passed away in 

New Delhi due to age related illness. He 

was the Prime Minister of India for three 

times (March 1998 to May 2004) and a 

Member of Parliament for over four 

decades. He was the recipient of India's 

highest civilian honour, the Bharat Ratna 

in 2015. PM Modi condoled the demise 

of former PM Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee 

and expressed his sympathies stating that 

Mr. Vajpayee’s passing away marked 

the end of an era. PM Modi also 

highlighted that Mr. Vajpayee had lived 

for the nation and served it assiduously 

for decades, and stated that it was Atal 

Ji’s exemplary leadership which had set 

the foundations for a strong, prosperous 

and inclusive India in the 21
st
 century.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                

                Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee 

 
11

th
 World Hindi Conference: The 11

th
 

World Hindi Conference, which is an 

event aimed at expanding the reach of 

the Hindi language at a global level, was 

held in Mauritius from 18 to 20 August. 

In her speech at the Conference, EAM 

Sushma Swaraj stated that language and 

culture were connected to each other and 

that one should be proud of both 

language and culture equally. The theme 

of the conference this year was “Hindi 

World and Indian Culture”, and around 

2,000 delegates from India and various 

other countries deliberated on eight 
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subtopics on Hindi World and Indian 

Culture during the three-day conference.  

 

Indian States / Festivals 
 
Rajasthan – A State on the Rise:  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Hawa Mahal, Jaipur, the Pink City of Rajasthan  

Photo: Luxury Travel Blog - ILT 

 

At an incredible 342,239 sq km, 

Rajasthan is India’s largest state. Its 

stunning forts and palaces have earned it 

a steady tourist inflow and an association 

with royalty and luxury-its name literally 

translates to the Land of Kings. 

However, especially over the last few 

years, Rajasthan has evolved beyond 

simply being a state of history and 

culture, to a state that is associated with 

development, progress, and escalating 

infrastructure growth. Its progress is 

visible in the form of increased industrial 

development and investment, boost in 

skilled labour reserves, increased 

education levels, and a focus on 

modernisation. Today, Rajasthan makes 

the 9
th

 highest contribution to India’s 

GDP. 

 

Onam Festival: The Onam Festival was 

held in Kerala from 15
th

 to 25
th

 August, 

with the most spectacular celebrations 

taking place in Trivandrum, Thrissur and 

Kottayam. The festival is a traditional 

10 day harvest festival which marks the 

homecoming of the mythical King 

Mahabali, and is rich in culture and 

heritage. People decorate the ground in 

front of their houses with flowers 

arranged in beautiful patterns to 

welcome the King. PM Narendra Modi 

expressed solidarity with the people of 

Kerala on Onam due to recent floods in 

the state. He stated: “May this Onam 

give further strength to the people of 

Kerala to overcome the adversities they 

have been facing for the past few days”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Onam Festival 

Photo: Ashit Desai/Getty Images 

 

International commercial & 

business activities in India  
 
Walmart plans to open 20 stores: 

Walmart India plans to double its 

wholesale store presence in the next 

three years with 20 new stores in the 

country. Walmart India, the wholly 

owned subsidiary of US-based retail 

giant Walmart Inc., had to go slow on its 

expansion plans for a year, primarily 

because of compliance and approval 

issues. Walmart India currently operates 

21 cash and carry stores across 19 cities. 

 
Foreign Direct Investment (FDI): FDI 

in India increased by about 3% to USD 

61.96 billion in 2017-18 due to steps 

taken by the government to improve 

business climate and liberalized policy 

norms. Major sources of foreign inflows 
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included Mauritius, Singapore, Japan, 

the Netherlands, the US, Germany, 

France and the United Arab Emirates 

(UAE).  

 

Norway-India 
 
Presentation of credentials to His 

Majesty King Harald V:  
        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ambassador Shri Krishan Kumar presented 

credentials to His Majesty King Harald V 

Photo: Norwegian Government 

 
On 23 August, Ambassador Krishan 

Kumar presented the letters of credence 

to His Majesty King Harald V. The 

audience with His Majesty The King 

was followed by Vin d’honneur offered 

by the Norwegian MFA at the 

Government Guest House. 

 
Seminar on India: On 13th August, 

2018 University of Agder (UIA) 

organized a Seminar “Is Norway 

Responding Well to the Rise of India?” 

at Arendal. The Chief Guest of the event 

was the Norwegian Minister of Foreign 

Affairs Ine Marie Eriksen Søreide. 

Speaking at the Seminar, FM Søreide 

stated that India is important for Norway 

adding that there is great potential for 

increased trade and economic 

cooperation between the two countries. 

In response to the Seminar’s title, she 

underlined, “Yes, Norway is responding 

well to the rise of India”. She noted that 

Norway aims to increase cooperation on 

business promotion, investment, digital 

technologies and issues of development, 

environment, further cooperation on the 

blue economy, sustainable ocean 

management and Science & Technology. 

She applauded India’s objectives which 

include an early ratification of the Paris 

Agreement, a ban on single-use plastic, 

and impressive targets for renewable 

energy development. Other speakers and 

panellists included the Norwegian 

Consul General in Mumbai Ann 

Ollestad, Dr. Ajay Mathur, Director 

General of TERI, and Mr. Amar Jeet, 

Counsellor (Com) from the Embassy 

attended the seminar.  

 
INS Tarangini visited Stavanger: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
INS Tarangini in Stavanger 

 
INS Tarangini, a Sail Training Ship of 

the Indian Navy, visited Stavanger in 

Norway to participate in the Race 2 of 

the ‘Tall Ships Races 2018’ from 

Stavanger to Harlingen.  INS Tarangini 

was in a seven-month long voyage 

themed ‘Sailing through Different 

Oceans and Uniting Nations’. The ship 
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was in Stavanger from July 26 to 29, 

2018 and the sailors participated in 

events organized by the Mayor of 

Stavanger, Mrs. Christine Sagen 

Helgø.  The crew of the ship was 

adjudged the ‘Best dressed Crew” and 

‘Best in Crew Parade’ during the Crew 

Parade Ceremony and was awarded by 

the Mayor of Stavanger. The ship was 

also accorded the esteem honour and 

privilege to undertake Wreath Laying 

ceremony to commemorate sailors lost at 

sea. 

 
Cyclist visited Norway: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Ms. Lipika Biswas and Ambassador Shri Krishan 

Kumar 

 
Ms Lipika Biswas, an Indian national, 

who was on her Solo Cycling Expedition 

in Europe, visited the Embassy of India, 

Oslo and met Ambassador Shri Krishan 

Kumar on 21 August. 

 

ONS Conference: From 25 to 28 

August, Ambassador Krishan Kumar 

made an official tour to the city of 

Stavanger (Southwest Norway) to attend 

the Offshore North Sea (ONS) 

Conference 2018 which is an important 

global energy meeting place for 

international suppliers, operating 

companies and decision makers. 3,635 

delegates attended the Conference. The 

Conference was inaugurated by His 

Royal Highness Crown Prince Haakon. 

 

Indian Community 
 
Celebration of Independence Day of 

India:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Ambassador’s speech at the celebration of 

Independence Day of India in Oslo  

 
On the occasion of the 72

nd
 

Independence Day of India, the Embassy 

of India organized a Flag Hoisting 

Ceremony on 15th August at India 

House, Oslo in the morning.  After flag 

hoisting ceremony, Ambassador Krishan 

Kumar read out Hon’ble President’s 

Address to the Nation. The event was 

celebrated with gaiety and enthusiasm. 

Around 400 Indian nationals, Indian 

diaspora and friends of India attended 

the celebration. 

 
European Shibir 2018: On 12 August, 

Ambassador Krishan Kumar attended 

the Closing Ceremony of the European 

Shibir 2018 in Slemmestad (outside 

Oslo). The European Shibir 2018 was 

organized by Hindu Swayamsevak 

Sangh (HSS) Norway, and included 

various events with the aim of 

preserving, practicing and promoting 

Hindu ideals and values.    


